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Stay cool; don’t smile. The myth arises out of tragic events. No
other carmaker has been driven to the ground more often. No
other has resurrected itself from its plight each time. Is that why the
logo bears the wings of the phoenix? It is a mystery. Aston Martin
abhors mediocrity; always goes all-in. Quietly lose a bet—or win it
in style, as in Le Mans, 1959: first and second, 25 laps ahead of
Ferrari. The company history is epic. In 1947, David Brown grabs
the stubborn yet half-dead British racing car manufacturer. To
come up with the right engine, he brings Lagonda on board with

its brand-new 2.6-liter model, designed by W.O. Bentley.

From then on, the company is called Aston Martin Lagonda. Jaguar
may content itself with a simple animal name and Rolls-Royce
with a double name, but not everyone has three names. British
humor: Stephen Bayley grins, knowing that in its best form this
quintessentially British product is dressed in Italian clothes. The
Superleggera Touring line from Milan makes the DB4 the symbol
of automotive understatement; Zagato provides the extra thrust of
sporty extravagance. As far as James Bond’s movie adventures are
concerned, one thing is soon clear: 007 must drive a silver DB, not
the vintage Bentley that appears in the book. Aston Martin gives
wings to the Swinging Sixties. It is the quintessence of London
coolness. In Newport Pagnell, special models are not vulgarly
described as “Lusso” but preferably in cryptic terms: “PoW” for

Prince of Wales, a regular customer.

The appeal is to the ultimate gentleman driver and his subtle
British eccentricity. Aston wishes to be nothing less and nothing
more than the fastest hunting carriage on the road. The DB2/4 is
the first sports car with a tailgate for wild game and rifles. A new
form is even devised for the DB5, a “shooting brake.” This cour-
age to innovate—or, as the British would have it, provocation—
rules out any attempt to park an Aston Martin alongside the usual
classics in a collector’s garage. The razor-sharp Lagonda catapults
you into outer space before the V8 Vantage Zagato brings you
back down to earth with its technical brutality. Only a moment’s
respite in the classy Virage before Ulrich Bez's artworks on
wheels take things further, faster, lighter—more. One has but

several lives to live.

A surprising discovery: More than 100 years of history, more than
100 models alone since the days of David Brown. Please stay cool

as perfection drives on ahead in beguiling images by René Staud.
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Classic
Days

David Brown and the creation
of a legend.

David Brown und die
Erschaffung des Mythos.
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Sheet metal sculpted
with a hammer
and sickle.

Das Blech mit
Hammer und Sichel
in Form gebracht.

David Brown’s first success is a bone-dry and compact
sports car: sheet metal sculpted with a hammer and sickle. For
the boss, the world is never enough. The DB2/4, a second attempt,
offers more space at the rear, less for children but rather for wild
game. There is a tailgate for loading, as non-conformist as a lord in
rubber galoshes. Brown’s outrageous risk: the Brit is to be dressed
by a “tailor” from Bella Italia.

The Superleggera body of the DB4 is a masterpiece of Milanese
discretion. It lends the British brand the deciding touch of the exotic.
Brown provokes even further. James Bond’s DB5 sports the head-
light trim of a racing car. Last but not least, a crisp Kamm tail rear
spoiler, certainly inspired by Zagato, distinguishes the DB6—
androgynous sex symbol of the Swinging Sixties.

David Browns erster Wurf ist ein knochentrockener und
kompakter Sportwagen. Das Blech mit Hammer und Sichel in
Form gebracht. Dem Boss ist die Welt nie genug. Der DB2/4 als
zweiter Versuch bietet mehr Platz im Fond, weniger fir Kinder als
fir Wild. Zum Laden gibt es eine Heckklappe, antikonformistisch
wie ein Lord in Gummistiefeln. Browns unerhortes Wagnis: Ein

,Schneider” aus Bella Italia soll den Briten einkleiden.

Die Superleggera-Karosserie des DB4 ist ein Meisterwerk Mailander
Unauffélligkeit. Sie verleiht der britischen Marke den entscheidenden
Touch Exotik. Brown provoziert weiter. James Bonds DB5 tragt die
Scheinwerferverkleidung eines Rennwagens. Last but not least pragt
eine knackige Coda tronca mit Spoilerlippe — sicher inspiriert von

Zagato — den DB6, das androgyne Sexsymbol der Swinging Sixties.

13



1950-1953
DB2 Vantage DHC
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1953=-1955
DB2/4 Saloon
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DB2 ik 1 R




1957-1959
DB2/4 Mk lll DHC

Mischievous and captivating.
Or quite simply: the English Maserati

Smart und bezaubernd. Oder einfach:
der englische Maserati.

Giorgetto Giugiaro
Automobile Designer
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1958-1960
DB4 Saloon Serie
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1963-1965
DB5 Convertible
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1963-1965
DBS5 Saloon
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1963-1965
DBS5 Saloon
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1964-1965
DB5 Shooting Brake
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1966-1969
DB6 Volante
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1967-1972
DBS Vantage
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Modern, international, and enlightened —William Towns
revolutionizes design in Newport Pagnell. The DBS is to be
an Aston of superlatives. Shorter, lower, and decidedly wider than
the DB6 along with a powerful eight-cylinder engine. The aesthetic
coolness of the DBS perfectly suits the consummate gentleman.
Old money faces off against new money in the television adven-
ture The Persuaders!, starring Roger Moore in the DBS versus Tony
Curtis in a Dino. But play then turned to drama. Tadek Marek'’s
new V8 arrives too late. Great suspense, lights out, and David
Brown is gone. Under different management, the DBS is reinvent-
ed. Christened V8 at first, later on it is dubbed Virage. A macho
mobile, brawny and magnificent—practically made for the USA,
and built by hand in Newport Pagnell. Whether Saloon, Volante,
or Vantage: Aston Martin’s Grand Coupé becomes the most exclu-
sive of all automobiles.

A macho mobile,
brawny and
magnificent.

Ein Machomobil,
bullig und

prachtig.

Modern, international und aufgeklart - William Towns
revolutioniert das Design in Newport Pagnell. Der DBS
soll ein Aston der Superlative werden. Kiirzer, niedriger und
entscheidend breiter als der DB6, dazu ein machtiger Achtzylin-
dermotor. Die dsthetische Coolness des DBS passt perfekt zum
tadellosen Gentleman. Altes Geld gegen neues Geld spielt

im Fernsehabenteuer Die Zwei: Roger Moore im DBS gegen
Tony Curtis im Dino. Aber dann wird aus Spiel Drama. Tadek
Mareks neuer V8 kommt zu spat. Hochspannung, Licht aus.
David Brown ist weg. Unter anderer Fiihrung wird der DBS
neu erfunden. Er heilst zundchst einfach V8, spater Virage.

Ein Machomobil, bullig und prachtig. Fir die USA wie geschaf-
fen, in Newport Pagnell handgebaut. Ob Saloon, Volante oder
Vantage: Aston Martins Grand Coupé reift zum exklusivsten
aller Automobile.




1978-1986
V8 Volante




1983-1989
V8 Vantage X-Pack
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1988-1995
Virage




1992-1996
Virage
|
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1999-2003
DB7 Vantage
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Future
Reloaded

Gaydon, the world
and the car as art.

Gaydon, die Welt

und das Automobil
als Kunstwerk.




Beautifully built,
beautifully quick,
beautifully Aston Martin.

Schon gebaut,
schon schnell.
Schon Aston Martin.

In the global world, the classic regains popularity. As if
destined by fate, Aston Martin survives. Ford takes over the elegant
manufacturing with the irresistible gloss before it’s too late.

The Americans develop the DB7—David Brown’s name says it
all—and create the Vanquish. Beauty and the beast, however, are
simply appetizers and hors d’oeuvre. Following the masterpiece,
Henrik Fisker’s DB9 is the ultimate interpretation of the classic
Gran Turismo. Under the skin is German engineering expertise.

A new classic design by Danish craftsmanship. Indpendence days:
Global business begins in the Gaydon factory. The DB9 and its
successors remain unmistakably Aston, British, and cool: flamboy-
ant yet classy, impulsive yet objective, stocky yet athletic. Beauti-
fully built, beautifully quick, beautifully Aston Martin.

In der globalen Welt ist Klassik wieder modern. Wie durch
gottliche Fligung tiberlebt Aston Martin. Ford Gbernimmt die edle
Manufaktur mit der unwiderstehlichen Patina, bevor es zu spat ist.

Die Amerikaner zaubern einen DB7 — David Browns Name ist
Programm — und meifSeln den Vanquish. Die Beauty und das Biest
sind jedoch lediglich Amuse-Gueule und Hors-d’ceuvre. Dann
kommt das Meisterwerk: Henrik Fiskers DB9, die ultimative Inter-
pretation des klassischen Gran Turismo. Unter der Haut deutsches
Ingenieurwissen. New Classic Design aus danischer Hand. Inde-
pendence Days: Ab dem Werk in Gaydon beginnt globales Busi-
ness. Der DB9 und seine Nachfolger bleiben unverkennbar Aston,
british, cool: Flamboyant, aber vornehm. Impulsiv, aber sachlich.
Stammig, aber athletisch. Schon gebaut, schon schnell. Schon
Aston Martin.
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2004-2007
Vanquish S
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2004-2016 - | I |
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2004-2016 -
DB9 Coupé
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2004-2016
DB9S
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2005-2017
V8 Vantage Coupé
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2007-2017
V8 Vantage Roadster




2007-2017
V8 Vantage Ro
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Without passion and creativity,
life would simply be dull.

Ohne Leidenschaft und Kreativitat
ware das Leben einfach nur fade.

Marek Reichman
Chief Creative Officer, Aston Martin
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2009-2012
One 77




2009-2012
One 77

\\\\\\\\\\\?}\\E\\\\\\\{i“ju R

N "\

M







2009-2013
V12 Vantage Roadster
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2011-2012

y

Virage Coup




2011-2012

Virage Volante




2011-2017
V8 Vantage S Coupé




2011-2017
V8 Vantage S
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2012-2015
DB9 Volante




2012-2018
Vanquish Coupé
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2012-2018
Vanquish Volante




2013-2017
V8 Vantage SP10
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2013
CC100 Speedster Concept
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2013
CC100 Speedster Concept







2015-2016
Vantage GT12
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2015-2016
Vantage GT12
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2016
Vanquish One of Seven




2016
Vanquish One of Seven




From 2016
DB11




DBS Superleggera

From 2018
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- From 2018
DBS Superleggera
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From 2018
DBS Superleggera
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From 2020
]:),4
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From 2020
DBX
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From 2021

Vantage F1 Edition
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From 2021

Vantage F1 Edition
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From 2021
Vantage F1 Edition
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Gentlemen
Drivers




Kind hearts and

coronets: motor racing
should be fun.

Adel verpflichtet:
Motorsport soll Spals
machen.

“Motor racing is dangerous,” says Aston driver Stirling Moss,
the white knight in logo-free overalls. “No advertisements, please, |
am a gentleman driver.” It all begins with Lionel Martin at the
Aston Hill Climb in 1914. Between the wars, Aston Martin prefers
to build racing cars; small, just four cylinders, yet exclusive, just
680 cars. In the 1930s, development head Augustus “Bert” Bertelli
is content with class victories. Kind hearts and coronets: motor
racing should be fun, and good for a wager—dry, British sports-
manship. World War Il is followed by attempts in Formula 1, the
triumph in Le Mans, the DB sports cars, and with them, the con-
cept for an Aston Martin Gran Turismo that applies to this day: a
car that radiates no less sporty and no more dangerous than a
gentleman driver in formal attire.

Motorsport ist gefihrlich. Sagt Aston-Fahrer Stirling Moss,
weilSer Ritter im blanken Overall. Bitte keine Werbung, ich bin ein
Gentleman Driver. Alles beginnt 1914 mit Lionel Martin am Aston
Hill Climb. Zwischen den Kriegen baut Aston Martin am liebsten
Rennwagen. Klein, nur vier Zylinder. Aber exklusiv, nicht mehr als
680 Stiick. In den 1930er Jahren begnligt sich Entwicklungschef
Augustus ,Bert” Bertelli mit Klassensiegen. Adel verpflichtet:
Motorsport soll Spafs machen. Und fiir eine Wette gut sein. Trocke-
ne britische Sportlichkeit. Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg kommen
die Versuche in der Formel 1, der Triumph in Le Mans, die DB-
Sportwagen und mit ihnen das bis heute giiltige Konzept fiir einen
Gran Turismo Aston Martin: Ein Wagen, der nicht weniger Sport-
lichkeit und nicht mehr Gefdhrlichkeit ausstrahlt als ein Gentleman
Driver in Black Tie.
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1950-1953
DB2
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1951-1953
DB3
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1951-1953



1953-1956
DB3S
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1953-1956
DB3S

-
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1956-1959
DBR1
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1956-1959
DBR1

England’s most gentlemanly car:
elegant, understated and...
a little bit dangerous.

Englands weltmannischstes Auto:
elegant, dezent und ...
ein bisschen gefahrlich. ; :

-

Stephen Bayley o =
British design critic, journalist and author T f?
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1957
DBR2
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1959-1960 :
DBR4 =

DUNLOP
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1959-1963 -
DB4GT — —




1963
DP212
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2005-2011
DBR9
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2008-2018
Vantage GT4
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2008-2018
Vantage GT4




From 2009
LMP1




Royal
Family

Salto finale:
The royal limousine
earns Its wings.

Salto finale:
Die Konigslimousine
erhalt Flugel.




Aston Martin, men’s cars for the hunt, preferably with
women passengers and wild game now and then. Marriage?
Children? A family? Unthinkable. Yet, that is exactly what hap-
pens. David Brown, the adventuring-type, marries thrice and has
two children. Drive a Bentley? How uncool. The sleek Atom
would be an alternative. This results in the Lagonda Rapide,
daring like no other car, save perhaps a Bugatti Royale. But the
Touring body is too pompous, the car too heavy, perhaps even
too expensive. The counterpart is the V8 Lagonda Series |: too
much understatement, too few customers. Then comes the Aston
Martin Lagonda Series Il, the most daring automobile design in
Great Britain: a wedge filled with digital high-tech, irresistible
seventies. After the storm: calm. Then arrives the breathtaking
silhouette of the Rapide—which is to the Panamera as Twiggy is
to Grandma Duck. When are we getting married?

The most
daring automobile
design in Great Britain.

Das gewagteste
Automobildesign
Grolsbritanniens.

Aston Martin, Mdnnerautos fiir die Jagd. Am liebsten
Frauen an Bord, ab und zu Wild. Heiraten, Kinder, eine Familie?
Unvorstellbar. Und doch passiert es. Der Abenteurertyp David
Brown heiratet dreimal, hat zwei Kinder. Bentley fahren? Wie
uncool. Der schnittige Atom wadre eine Alternative. Daraus wird
der Lagonda Rapide, gewagt wie sonst nur ein Bugatti Royale.
Doch die Touring-Karosserie ist zu prunkvoll, zu schwer der
Wagen, vielleicht sogar zu teuer. Das Gegenstiick ist der

V8 Lagonda Series I: zu viel Understatement, zu wenig Kunden.
Danach kommt der Aston Martin Lagonda Series Il. Das gewag-
teste Automobildesign GroBbritanniens. Ein Keil, geftllt mit
digitalem Hightech, unwiderstehlich Seventies. Nach dem Sturm:
Ruhe. Dann die atemberaubende Silhouette des Rapide — steht

zum Panamera wie Twiggy zu Oma Duck. Wann heiraten wir?




1939-1946
Atom : 223
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1961-1964
Lagonda Rapide
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1974-1976
Lagonda Series 1
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1976-1986

Series 2

Lagonda




1986-1989

Lagonda Series 4 & 3
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2013-2018
Rapide S




Zagato's
Mark




Now as before,
the Z-mark provides
infinite power.

Gestern wie heute
sorgt das Z-Zeichen
fiir endlosen Schub.

242

The companies behind the Italian body: Pininfarina stands
for elegance, Bertone for innovation, Touring for discretion, Zagato
for extravagance. In Zagato, the Italian predilection for the bella
figura is governed by a sense of sporty functionality. Concise, clear,
light, and well-appointed: that is the look of a winning car. The
DB4GT Zagato strikes this balance perfectly. Of the 19 experimen-
tal racing machines, no two of them are alike. Twenty years later,
Zagato’s Ercole Spada gets down to work again, now with a pen-
chant for 1980s high-tech. The V8 Vantage Zagato becomes a
classic overnight, an instant museum piece. Pity, but no matter: in
2011, a “Zagaston” storms through 24 hours of “The Green Hell.”
Now as before, the Z-mark provides infinite power.

Die Firmen der italienischen Karosserie: Pininfarina steht fir
Eleganz, Bertone fiir Innovation, Touring fiir Diskretion, Zagato fir
Extravaganz. Bei Zagato unterliegt die mediterrane Neigung zur
Bella Figura dem Sinn fiir sportliche Funktionalitdt. Komprimiert,
tibersichtlich, leicht und komfortabel: So sehen Siegerwagen aus.
Der DB4GT Zagato hélt perfekt die Balance. Von 19 experimentel-
len Renngeraten gleicht keines dem anderen. Zwanzig Jahre spater
macht Zagatos Ercole Spada sich wieder ans Werk. Jetzt mit einer
Vorliebe fir brutalen 1980er-Jahre-Hightech. Der V8 Vantage Zagato
wird ein Instant Classic, sofortiges Museumsstiick. Schade, aber
egal: 2011 stirmt ein ,Zagaston” 24 Stunden lang durch die Griine

Holle. Gestern wie heute sorgt das Z-Zeichen fiir endlosen Schub.




1960-1961

DB4GT Zagato
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1960-1961
DB4GT Zagato
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1987-198 8
V8 Van
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The Aston Martin Zaga J
are well mannered cars

with a hot body.

Die Aston Martin Zaga
sind kultivierte| Fahrzey,
mit einem heiﬁen Gehé

Andrea Zagato
CEO, ZED Milano S
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2003-2004
DB7 Zagato
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Car

DB2 Vantage DHC

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1950-1953

6

2,580 cc

125 hp / 92 kW
four-speed transmission
1120 kg / 2,470 Ibs

180 km/h / 115 mph

49

DB4 Saloon Series 1

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1958-1960

6

3,670 cc

240 hp / 177 kW
four-speed transmission
1310 kg / 2,890 Ibs

225 km/h / 140 mph
150

DB6 Vantage / Volante

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed
Quantity produced

1966-1969
6
3,995 cc

325 hp / 239 kW (Vantage)
282 hp / 207 kW (Volante)

five-speed transmission
1470 kg / 3,240 Ibs
238 km/h / 150 mph

417 (Vantage) 140 (Volante)

DB2/4 Saloon

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1953-1955

6

2,922 cc

140 hp / 103 kW
four-speed transmission
1180 kg / 2,600 Ibs

191 km/h / 120 mph
463

DBS5 Saloon/Convertible

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

DBS Vantage

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1963-1965

6

3,995 cc

286 hp / 210 kW
five-speed transmission
1485 kg / 3,280 Ibs

235 km/h / 145 mph
833 (Saloon)

123 (Convertible)

1967-1972

6

3,995 cc

325 hp / 239 kW
five-speed transmission
1590 kg / 3,500 Ibs

226 km/h / 140 mph
296

DB2/4 Mk IlI

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1957-1959

6

2,922 cc

162 hp / 119 kW
four-speed transmission
1270 kg / 2,800 Ibs

198 km/h / 125 mph
551

DBS Shooting Brake by Redford

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

V8 Volante

Years of manufacture
Cylinders

Engine capacity
Power

Transmission
Weight

Top speed

Quantity produced

1964-1965

6

3,995 cc

282 hp /207 kW
four-speed transmission
1590 kg / 3,510 Ibs

235 km/h / 145 mph

12

1978-1986

V8

5,340 cc

305 hp / 224 kW
five-speed transmission
1790 kg / 3,950 lbs

225 km/h / 140 mph
439
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Although I've taken pictures of thousands of cars as a
professional photographer since 1966, the years from 2000

to 2014 were truly special. Why? That was when Dr. Ulrich Bez
was the head of Aston Martin, where he played a major role in
shaping the modern image of the brand. When he took over,
Aston Martin was rolling out 600 DB7s a year. First, he tweaked
the Vanquish to perfection, followed by two future legends, the
DB9 and the V8 Vantage. Between those efforts, he worked on
icons like the DB7 Zagato and the American Roadster. Producing
7200 cars for the 2008 model year, rolling out the Rapide and
the One-77 in 2009, and releasing the CC 100 for the company’s
100™ anniversary were other highlights of his tenure.

And fortunately, Dr. Bez hired me, not only to put these design
icons in the spotlight, but also to develop unique image concepts

like “Aston Martin Meets Art” with Professor Coordt von Mannstein;
furthermore, he approved the budget to make these one-of-a-
kind photoshoots a reality.

The results speak for themselves: incredible series like “Fire and
Ice” and the DBS masterpieces “Thunder and Lightning,” images
for the ages, not just for ad campaigns and catalogs. Thousands
of oversize prints adorn showrooms all over the world, as well as
countless penthouses and design studios.

As a basis for my first Aston Martin book in 2014, those shots just
weren’t enough to do justice to the legendary British carmaker,
so | traveled the world to see the older models. Unforgettable
meetings with collectors and brand promoters enriched both my
life and my photo archive, and even after Dr. Bez was succeeded
by Andrew Palmer, | kept looking, finding more pearls here and
there that simply must be included in a book about what |
believe is the world’s most interesting automotive brand.

The newest model, the Valhalla, hasn’t even been built yet—I didn't
even have a design study to look at—but the photos, shot at a secret
preview, made it into this book. Thanks very much to Aston Martin
Stuttgart for making it happen. The team provided fantastic support
and let me see other vehicles as well. And although we were able
to include a lot of the important models in this book, though not all
of them, our revised and expanded edition had to call it quits at
272 pages. We wanted the book to be published on schedule,
especially after the first edition was sold out after just a few months,
commanding top dollar in the secondary market.

So as you page though and enjoy the 135 photos in this book,
you're forging a connection between you, the reader, and me,
the photographer. I had the privilege to spend a lot of time,
energy, and passion with these treasures on wheels. From my
perspective, it still wasn’t enough when you consider how much
time and care the Aston Martin team has been putting into every
detail, on each and every model, since 1913. It’s a passion you
can see and feel in the cars that make James Bond’s heart beat
faster—and ours too.

René Staud
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Obwohl ich seit 1966 als Fotograf fast jedes Automobil vor
der Linse hatte, sind doch die Jahre 2000 bis 2014 die Bemer-
kenswertesten: die Zeit, in der Dr. Ulrich Bez Chef von Aston Martin
war und das moderne Markengesicht wesentlich pragte. Er tiber-
nahm die Firma mit einer jahrlichen Produktion von 600 DB7,
brachte als Erstes den Vanquish auf Vordermann, gefolgt von zwei
kiinftigen Legenden, dem DB9 und V8 Vantage. Dazwischen Ikonen
wie DB7 Zagato und American Roadster. 7200 gebaute Autos im
Jahr 2008, Rapide und One-77 2009 sowie der CC 100 zum hun-

dertjdhrigen Bestehen der Firma waren weitere Hohepunkte.

Glicklicherweise engagierte mich Dr. Bez, um diese Designikonen
nicht nur ins rechte Licht zu riicken, sondern er nahm sich auch die
Zeit, so einzigartige Bildkonzepte wie ,Aston Martin Meets Art” im
Team mit Prof. Coordt von Mannstein zu entwickeln und das nétige
Budget fiir diese einmaligen Shootings zu erméglichen.

Und es entstanden groRartige Serien wie ,Fire and Ice” und die
DBS Masterpieces , Thunder and Lightning”, Bilder fir die Ewigkeit
und nicht nur fiir Kampagnen und Kataloge. Tausende grofSformati-
ge Prints zieren die Showrooms in aller Welt und unzahlige Pent-

houses und Designerbliros.

Als Basis flir mein erstes Aston Martin Buch 2014 war das aber
nicht genug, um dem legendaren britischen Autohersteller gerecht
zu werden, und so reiste ich fur die fritheren Modelle um die Welt.

Einzigartige Begegnungen mit Sammlern und Forderern der Marke

bereicherten mein Leben und mein Bildarchiv, und auch nach der
Ubergabe der Verantwortung von Dr. Bez an Andrew Palmer und
bis heute suchte und fand ich die eine und andere Perle, die in
einem Buch Uber die wohl interessanteste Marke in der Automobil-

welt nicht fehlen darf.

Das neueste Modell Valhalla ist noch nicht einmal gebaut, die
Designstudie war noch nicht einmal in meinem Studio, aber die
Bilder, geshootet anldsslich einer geheimen Preview, sind im Buch.
Dafiir an dieser Stelle Dank an Aston Martin Stuttgart. Das Team
unterstlitzte mich groRartig, indem es mir auch weitere Fahrzeuge
tberlassen hat. Und auch wenn wir zwar viele wichtige, aber nicht
alle Modelle in diesem Buch zeigen kénnen, war bei 272 Seiten der
berarbeiteten Neuauflage Schluss. Schliel’lich sollte das Werk
plinktlich erscheinen, nachdem die Erstausgabe bereits nach Mona-

ten vergriffen war und seither zu Liebhaberpreisen gehandelt wird.

Wenn Sie also nun beim Durchblattern die 135 Bilder geniefSen,
entsteht auch eine Verbindung zwischen lhnen, den Lesern, und
mir, dem Fotografen. Ich durfte daftir mit unendlicher Hingabe und
Freude viel Zeit mit den Preziosen auf vier Radern verbringen und
das war aus meiner Sicht gleichzeitig nur kurz, wenn man be-
denkt, wieviel Liebe und Zeit das Team von Aston Martin seit 1913
in jedes Detail, in jedes Modell steckt. Diese Passion erkennt man

in den Fahrzeugen, die nicht nur James Bond gliicklich machen.

René Staud
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